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Research Partners - Spark the Fire: Policy Strategy for Retention and Support of Indigenous and Northern Youths' Pursuit of Healthcare Careers in 
the Northwest Territories 
 
 

Name Role Participant Type Primary Affiliation Expertise 
Andréanne 
Robitaille 

Nominated 
Principal 
Applicant 

Early Career Researcher Aurora College: School of Health and 
Human Services 

Sociology, Indigenous Health, 
Support to HCP, knowledge 
mobilization 

Dr. Pertice 
Moffitt 

Principal 
Applicant 

Independent Researcher Aurora College Research Associate Indigenous health research, Rural & 
remote nursing practice 

Dr. Kerry Lynn 
Durnford 

Principal 
Applicant 

Independent Researcher Aurora College: School of Health and 
Human Services 

Students recruitment, success and 
retention strategies 

Dr Kathie Pender Principal 
Applicant 

Independent Researcher Aurora College: School of Health and 
Human Services 

Equity Diversity and Inclusion 

Jodi Brennan Principal 
Applicant 

Knowledge User Aurora College: School of Health and 
Human Services 

Chair of School of Health and Human 
Services 

Dr. John B Zoe Co-Applicant Independent Researcher, 
Individual Affiliated with an 
Indigenous Non- Governmental 
Organization 

Hotıì ts'eeda and Aurora College 
Research Associate 

Indigenous Elder 

Dr. Stephanie 
Irbacher Fox 

Co-Applicant Independent Researcher, 
Individual Affiliated with an 
Indigenous Non- 
Governmental Organization 

Hotıì ts'eeda and Aurora College 
Research Associate 

Indigenous governments, political 
and cultural anthropology 

Dr. Candice Lys Co-Applicant Knowledge User FOXY (Fostering Open eXpression 
among Youth) and Aurora College 
Research Associate 

Health promotion, public health with 
youth 

Dr. Sarah Fraser Co-Applicant Independent Researcher University of Montreal Indigenous Youth Mentorship, Career 
orientation 

Kimberly 
Fairman 

Co-Applicant Independent Researcher Institute for Circumpolar Health 
Research and Aurora College Research 
Associate 

Public Health, northern health 
research, Indigenous health research 

Heather Fikowski Co-Applicant Independent Researcher Aurora College: School of Health and 
Human Services 

Social Work, health research 

Denise Bowen Knowledge User Knowledge User Registered Nurses Association of 
Northwest Territories and 
Nunavut (RNANT/NU) 

Executive Director of RNANT/NU 
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Wanda Roberts Knowledge User Knowledge User Aurora College : School of Health and 

Human Services 
Health education, Program 
Head: Personal Support Worker, 
Community Health Worker and 
Practical Nurse 

Dan Round Knowledge User Principal Knowledge User Government of the Northwest 
Territories: Department of 
Education Culture & Employment 

GNWT policy maker, senior advisor 
at ECE 

Prerna Krishan Knowledge User Knowledge User Government of the Northwest 
Territories: Health and Social Services 

Health Research coordinator - 
Representative 

Dr. Sara 
Komarnisky 

Collaborator Knowledge User Aurora College: Aurora Research 
Institute 

Chair Community & Health, NWT 
community-driven health policy 
and programming 

Dr. Sunila Kalkar Collaborator Knowledge User Aurora College: Aurora Research 
Institute 

Manager Research Ethics and 
Regional Program, TCPS2 

Grete Mehus Collaborator Independent Researcher The Arctic University of Norway: 
Faculty of Health Sciences 

Rural & Remote Health Research 
Group 

Deidre Falck Collaborator Knowledge User Aurora College: School of Health and 
Human Services 

Health Policy Research and 
implementation, evidence 
informed policy 

Marshal Johnson Collaborator Independent Researcher Yukon Hospitals: First Nations Health 
Programs 

Indigenous workforce initiative 
(Yukon) 

Debbie Meade Collaborator Principal Knowledge User NTHSSA NTHSSA Director, Talent and 
Organizational Development 

Paul Andrew Collaborator Individual Affiliated with an 
Indigenous Non-Governmental 
Organization 

Institute for Circumpolar Health 
Research 

Indigenous Elder 

 


