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Logistics at the Western Arctic Research Centre
The Western Arctic Research Centre (WARC) provides a wide range of support to researchers on a year‐
round basis. Support is also provided to the communities surrounding Inuvik, businesses, and
educational institutions.
WARC provides housing to researchers at a low cost. Each house includes a full kitchen, bath, laundry
services, a living room and six beds. Other features include basic cable television, wireless internet, and
a front deck with a barbeque. Rates include daily, weekly and monthly fees, which vary depending on
user category (students, Canadian users, and non‐Canadian users).
We have a large selection of equipment that is also provided year‐round. Big items include, but are not
limited to, boats, snow machines, and toboggans. Smaller items include, but are not limited to, tents,
augers, and frost depth probes. Our facility provides a great space for research. We have a shared
research office space with up to 10 individual desk spaces. We have three labs, which include a Clean
Lab, a Dirty Lab and a Wet Lab. We have a classroom, which is used quite often. And lastly, we have two
meeting spaces: a large conference room and a smaller meeting room.
WARC supports many user groups throughout the year. Our facility provides a variety of resources to all
researchers and groups working in the western Canadian arctic, and in the communities surrounding
Inuvik. We provide in‐kind support to groups and individuals on a regular basis as a way to give back and
provide support for their work.

User Days of Support
Below is a graph that records our standings and number of user days for equipment rental,
accommodations, facility use, and technician support (which included requests for assistance from our
technicians, as well as any other staff; Figure 1). For equipment, the total number of user days from
January 1 to March 31, 2014 was 49. For technician support, the total number of user days was 3.5. For
WARC facility use, the total number of user days was 34. For accommodations from January 1 to March
31, 2014, the total number of user days was 42.

Figure 1: The number of user days for equipment rental, accommodations, facility use, and technician
support from January 1 to March 31, 2014.

Activities of Note
General Logistics Support
Usually, the months of January to March are quite slow in regards to support for researchers and user
groups. This year, however, we got approximately 20 requests for logistics support, most of which were
accommodations requests (Figure 2). These included requests from the GNWT Department of
Environment and Natural Resources, the Regional Management Board, and Yukon College.
Because we receive fewer requests for support during this quarter than during other times of year, this
is a period that the WARC staff uses to prepare for the busy spring and summer months, by servicing
equipment and getting the row houses up‐to‐par.

Research Presentations
Presentation by Dustin Whalen, Geological Survey of Canada
Don Forbes and Dustin Whalen from the Geological Survey of Canada held a public talk at the Aurora
Research Institute. They discussed how river ice break‐up and higher water levels in the Beaufort Delta
Coastal Region affect the surrounding land, river bottom and us.

Figure 2: Logistical support provided by WARC between
April 1 and June 30, 2014.

Presentation by Chris Southcott, Lakehead
University
Dr. Chris Southcott gave a talk about the Resources and
Sustainable Development in the Arctic (ReSDA) Project
on February 27th.
The ReSDA project brings together researchers and
community representatives to conduct research aimed
at the sustainable development of Arctic natural
resources in a manner that will improve the health and
well‐being of northern communities, while preserving
the region’s unique environment. Dr. Southcott shared
some of the research that has been done in the NWT and
similar northern regions.

Presentation by Trevor Lantz, University of Victoria (Conoco Phillips Scientific Speaker Series)
Dr. Trevor Lantz gave a presentation entitled
“Understanding Landscape Change in the Mackenzie
Delta Region: The Importance of Local Partnerships”.
This talk was part of the Aurora Research Institute
Scientific Speaker Series sponsored by Conoco Phillips.
Dr. Lantz has worked in the western Arctic for many
years. His research addresses vegetation change,
landscape disturbance, and climate change effects on
the landscape; specifically, his presentation focused on
the Mackenzie Delta region, and two community‐based
monitoring programs that were developed in
partnership with local organizations.

